SELF-FORGETTING DEVOTEES.

As referred to in the fore-going pages, Theertham from Aka
ganga was being fetched by an elderly archaka for Azhakappn
as a daily routine. One day a hunter approached the elde
person to ask of him some water for quenching his immediate thn
The request was flatly turned down as that water was intended j
Azhakappiran's Holy Bath and therefore it should not be defil<
The archaka avoided the troubling hunter and walked fast 3
out of his reach till at last he found that the weight of the mudr
containing water was becoming less and less. He stopped
find out the reason and was aghast to see water flowing c
of the mudpot through a hole caused by an arrow shot by t
hunter who was found drinking the flowing water. The archa
was wild with rage at the turn of events when the hunter address
the elder thus: "Thatha! I was very thirsty; kindly pardon me
and so saying he vanished. And in his place stood Sriniva^
giving benediction to the sage. Even to this day the descendar
of this sage Archaka, are known as Thathacharya family-  Su
are the ways of Venkateswara!

Bhakta Thyagaraya:

Purandara Dasa, Thallapakkam poets and Thyagaraja are
few of the intense devotees of God Srinivasa whose fame hi
spread far and wide.

Once Thyagaraya's songs brought down the screen in fro
of the deity and helped him to have the vision of Venkateswara.

Thyagaraja sang:

"Tirupati Venkataramana, Thy Screen Thou shalt take,

And show Thy Brilliant self for my sake"

and in a trice, the screen fell down revealing God's wonderful Forr
Thyagaraja now exclaims:

Venkatesa! Thousand eyes need I to gaze on you!
In a bewitching form you appear new!